Protein-based inheritance in Saccharomyces cerevisiae: [URE3] as a prion form of the nitrogen regulatory protein Ure2.
The [URE3] element of the yeast Saccharomyces cerevisiae results from the presence of an altered form of the nitrogen regulatory protein Ure2. This altered form acts as an infectious protein (prion). Genes affecting [URE3] initiation and propagation should give valuable information about prion diseases as well as other conformational diseases.